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PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT

I was appointed Chairperson of the Land 

Tribunal on a part-time basis effective from 

21 December 2017 to 20 December 2018. This 

report covers the period from my 

appointment to 30 June 2018.

Background: The Aboriginal Land Act 1991

established the Land Tribunal on 21 December 

1991 to receive and hear claims made by 

groups of Aboriginal people to areas of 

claimable land. The Act contained a sunset 

clause, which provided no new claims could 

be lodged after 22 December 2006. The Land 

Tribunal determined the last claims, the 

Boodjumulla (Lawn Hill) National Park claims, 

on 24 August 2016. Ms MacDonald provided 

the report and recommendations to the 

Minister: the grant of land claimed jointly in 

fee simple to two of the claimant groups and 

the dismissal of the claims made by two other 

claimant groups. 

Records of the Land Tribunal: I draw your 

attention to the need to provide for custody 

of and access to the records of Land Tribunal 

proceedings. The records of proceedings are 

a valuable historical resource, containing a 

wealth of information about land and 

indigenous peoples’ connection to it. 

However, the Land Tribunal made many 

orders restricting access to evidence filed in 

support of the claims. 

In February 2018, the Principal Registrar of 

the Land Court, assisting me in my function as 

Chairperson, commenced a project to identify, 

organise and ensure the integrity of the 

records of the Land Tribunal, which, 

previously, had not been properly catalogued, 

stored or archived. Attached to this report is a 

memorandum from the Principal Registrar, 

dated 17 May 2018. It explains the background 

to the project, the issues encountered and the 

outcome. I thank the Principal Registrar, 

Darren Campbell, and the staff who undertook 

the painstaking work to reconstitute files, 

which were in an unsatisfactory state of 

disarray. I am satisfied the Land Court has done 

all it can reasonably do to restore the integrity 

of the files and to arrange for them to be 

archived.

Application for access to restricted records: 

In 2017-18, I dealt with one application to 

access restricted records of the Simpson 

Desert Claim. The Wangkamahdla Nation 

applied for records to support its native title 

claim in the Federal Court. Although all 

relevant documents were not located, I made 

orders allowing access, on conditions, for 

those that were. My decision and reasons are 

attached to this report.

The future: The Land Tribunal is now functus 

officio. There are no outstanding claims and 

no new claims can be brought. My 

appointment expires mid the next reporting 

year. I recommend you consider options for:

Disestablishing the Land Tribunal; 

Custody and control of its records; and

A clear process for interested persons to 

apply to access them. 
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Location & contact details 

Address: Level 8, Brisbane Magistrates Court Building, 363 George Street, Brisbane Qld 4000

Registry business hours: 8.30 am to 4.30 pm, Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays and other 
designated court holidays)

Postal address: Aboriginal Land Tribunal, GPO Box 5266, Brisbane Qld 4001

Phone: (07) 3406 7777 (business hours)
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