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Domestic and Family Violence 

Introduction 

1. This Practice Direction commences on 30 April 2022 and applies to all proceedings
including proceedings commenced prior to 30 April 2022.

2. The Practice Direction is to be read together with:

Purpose 

a. the Domestic and Family Violence Protection Act 2012 (the DV Act);

b. the Domestic and Family Violence Protection Rules 2014 (the DV Rules).

3. The purpose of this Practice Direction is to facilitate procedural consistency in the
determination of applications for Domestic Violence Orders under the DV Act while
allowing for flexible case-management to ensure justice is done in individual cases.

4. While it is recognised that local conditions may require adjustment to the practices
and procedures set out in this Practice Direction, adherence to this Practice
Direction is encouraged, wherever possible.

5. Nothing in this Practice Direction is to be taken as removing or limiting the discretion
of a Magistrate.

Safety Planning 

6. If a party fears for their safety, or the safety of another, attending Court they should 
contact the Court where they will be attending, preferably at least two days before 
the Court date, so that a safety plan can be developed.

7. Contact details for all Courthouses across Queensland can be found here: 
https://www.courts.qld.gov .au/contacts/courthouses.

8. A party, if they have not previously contacted the Courthouse, should inform 
Courthouse staff or security staff of any concerns they have for their safety when 
they arrive at the Courthouse on the day of the hearing of a domestic violence 
Application.

Requesting a Hearing Before an Application for a Domestic Violence Order is Served 

9. When an applicant, who is not a police officer applicant, is seeking a temporary
protection order before a respondent is served with an Application for a Protection
Order or an Application to Vary a Domestic Violence Order, the applicant may
request under s.36 or s.90 of the DV Act that the Application be heard by the Court.
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registry of the DFVP court hearing the proceeding, unless the Court orders 
otherwise (r.14AA of the DV Rules). 

33. An example of a substituted service order is in Annexure B.

Hearing of an Application for a Domestic Violence Order in Court 

34. An applicant, who is not a police officer, and respondent should appear in person
except:

a. when they are legally represented;

b. their appearance by audio visual or audio link has been approved by the
Court; or

c. their appearance has been excused by the Court.

35. An applicant, respondent or aggrieved wishing to appear by audio visual or audio
link or to have their appearance excused should contact the Court to seek an order
to that effect. A party may be required to provide a direct telephone number for the
party to be contacted when required to appear.

36. At the first hearing of an Application for a Domestic Violence Order, the respondent
will be asked to indicate whether they will be consenting or opposing the making of
a final order. If the respondent is unable to make that determination, or needs legal
advice, the Application will be adjourned for 21 days or such further time determined
to be appropriate by a Magistrate.

37. The Court may make a temporary protection order at the first mention of an
Application for a Domestic Violence Order or set a subsequent date for an interim
hearing.

38. Applications listed for hearing will be dealt with in the order determined by the
presiding Magistrate. This will ordinarily be based on the following criteria:

a. video links and matters with an interpreter where a specific time is booked;

b. matters with urgent circumstances;

c. matters where only the aggrieved appears;

d. matters where both parties are legally represented;

e. matters where one party is legally represented; and

f. matters where parties are not legally represented.

Urgent circumstances can include circumstances relating to the safety, health, or 
the particular circumstances of a party. 

Hearing of Cross-Applications 

39. Where:

a. an original Application and a cross Application are before the same court;
or

b. the variation Application and cross Application are before the same court;
and

c. the Court is aware of both Applications

s.41 C of the DV Act requires the Court to hear Applications together.

40. Where:
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