NOTICE TO LEGAL PRACTITIONERS IN RELATION TO THE RESUMPTION OF IN-PERSON HEARINGS

IN CIVIL PROCEEDINGS DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

In relation to Civil proceedings in the Trial Division of the Supreme Court and the District Court, this
Notice takes the place of the Notices issued on 18 March 2020 and 1 April 2020.

The Queensland Supreme and District Courts will conduct court matters in person to the extent
consistent with medical advice and Health Directives from the Chief Medical Officer.

This announcement is not intended to supersede the specific protocols which have been announced
for Civil applications dated 21 May 2020 and for Criminal proceedings dated 21 May 2020, but it will
be apparent that this assumption underlines those protocols.

Parties and practitioners should attend oral hearings in person unless there are current Health
Directives which preclude that attendance or the Court has granted leave to attend by telephone or
video.

To assist in avoiding the possible spread of the disease, practitioners should endeavour to minimise
the need for physical attendance in courtrooms by:

1. minimising the number of people attending court for any given matter

2. resolving issues to the greatest extent possible, to reduce the time for which any presence in
court is required
3. observing all social distancing requirements in Court precincts.

Supreme and District Courts will continue to investigate the wider use of audiovisual links, and
updates will be provided as the platforms to be used. The Court currently uses Chorus Call, Pexip
and is moving to Microsoft Teams in the coming weeks (link to be provided).

Within courtrooms, safe distances should be maintained, and practitioners should not be present in
court other than when their matters are being dealt with.
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https://www.courts.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/650374/sc-protocol-for-applications.pdf
https://www.courts.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/650373/sdc-notice-to-practitioners-criminal-proceedings-during-covid-19-pandemic.pdf
https://www.courts.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/643323/external-user-chorus-call-instructions.pdf
https://www.courts.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/646481/external-user-pexip-instruction-guide.pdf

