In this tutorial:

e Downloading chapters of the Benchbook

1. In the Table of Contents panel, you can directly download any
chapter of the Benchbook by clicking the three dots icon next
to that heading.

2. You can then select either the PDF or Docx file type.
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You may notice that there are slight differences in appearance

between PDF and Docx formats. The text content is identical.

A. The PDF version matches the online Benchbook appearance:
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[Last reviewed: March 2026]

‘Intent’ and ‘intention’ are familiar words. In this legal context, they carry their
ordinary meaning. In ascertaining the defendant’s intention, you are drawing
an inference from facts which you find established by the evidence concerning
[his/her] state of mind.

Intention may be inferred or deduced from the circumstances in which [e.g. the
death eventuated], and from the conduct of the defendant before, at the time of,
or after [he/she] did the specific act which [e.g. caused the death]. And, of course,
whatever a person has said about [his/her] intention may be looked at for the
purpose of deciding what that intention was at the relevant time.

In respect of the offence of [insert offence], proof of intention to produce a particu-
lar result,[namely...], is an element of the offence. Accordingly, the prosecution
must prove beyond reasonable doubt that the defendant meant to produce that
result by [his/her] conduct.

The Docx version follows Microsoft Word styling:
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‘Intent’ and ‘intention’ are familiar words. In this legal context, they carry their ordinary
meaning. In ascertaining the defendant’s intention, you are drawing an inference from facts
which you find established by the evidence concerning [his/her] state of mind.

Intention may be inferred or deduced from the circumstances in which [e.g. the death
eventuated], and from the conduct of the defendant before, at the time of, or after [he/she]
did the specific act which [e.g. caused the death]. And, of course, whatever a person has

said about [his/her] intention may be looked at for the purpose of deciding what that intention
was at the relevant time.

In respect of the offence of [insert offence], proof of intention to produce a particular
result, [namely...], is an element of the offence. Accordingly, the prosecution must prove

beyond reasonable doubt that the defendant meant to produce that result by [his/her]
conduct.




